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Province II of The Episcopal Church

Minutes of Provincial Council
Episcopal House, Diocese of Newark
Newark, New Jersey
Friday, October 14, 2016, 9:00 a.m.

Present:  The Right Reverend Lawrence C. Provenzano, President; Canon Rosalie Simmonds Ballentine, Esq., Vice-President; Canon Charles H. Perfater, Provincial Executive Coordinator; Canon Paul Ambos, Esq., Secretary; Canon Richard J. Carroll, Treasurer; Canon Noreen Duncan, the Right Reverend R. William Franklin, the Very Reverend Dahn Gandell, and Mr. Bert Jones

Also Present:  Ms. Jan Paxton, Webmaster and Editor of InProv2

Absent:  The Reverend Gloria E.E. Payne-Carter

The meeting was called to order at 9:10 with prayer by President Provenzano.  Those present shared concerns about the impending general election.

Minutes of the meeting of March 18, 2016 were on motion (Gandell) approved as distributed, with the following corrections:  On page one delete the second sentence of the Treasurer's report paragraph; on page 2 change "Chi care" to "child care"..

Treasurer Carroll presented a budget status report for as of September 30, 2016 versus 2015 and a balance sheet as of September 2016.  He noted that the Diocese of Western New York had paid their assessment following the close of the report period.  Virgin Islands had paid 100% but prior to the report period.  The report was on motion (Jones) received unanimously.

Reports

Bishop Provenzano discussed the continued employment of Chuck Perfater as Provincial Coordinator.  He has tried to retire from this position but finding a replacement has not happened to date, and so he has agreed to extend.  His job responsibility is to hold on to all the tethers around the province; otherwise the president would have to do this and it wouldn't get done.  Assuming then that we need a coordinator, we should send out the job description and solicit candidates.  If the candidate is a clergyperson, we would have to pay 18% as pension, and we should plan on the same if it is a layperson.  Mr. Perfater noted that of the nine provinces, eight have a paid coordinator, non full-time.  Rosalie Simmonds Ballentine stated that we should have a coordinator at least through General Convention; thereafter, we will have to see what GC does about continuing the provincial structure.  Following further discussion, it was agreed to ask Mr. Perfater to continue until a replacement is found.   People should submit names of potential candidates to Bishop Provenzano and Vice-President Simmonds Ballentine within eight days.   

Executive Council:  Dahn Gandell reported that Executive Council is to meet in New Brunswick next week; it  had last met in Minneapolis in June.  She serves on the Joint Standing Committee on Local Ministry and Mission.  Noreen Duncan serves on the Joint Standing Committee on World Mission.  They reported that the mood of Council is good following Michael Curry's election as Presiding Bishop.  The rift between the House of Bishops and House of Deputies seems to have been healed.  

President's Report:  Bishop Provenzano reported that the bishops of the Province had met at the House of Bishops meeting in Detroit concerning Haiti.  The situation there is murky.  A Title IV proceeding has been brought against Bishop Duracin.  Suffragan Bishop Beauviour, opposed by Bishop Duracin and the Standing Committee appointed by Duracin, has fled Haiti.  Bishop Provenzano cautioned that until the situation is clarified, people should not send money to the Diocese of Haiti but instead to ERD.  Dioceses are to be discouraged from sending volunteers to Haiti.  In other news from the House of Bishops meeting, about sixty of the attendees got sick, probably from food poisoning.  Bishop Bill Franklin noted also that the bishops visited Flint, Michigan and saw the African American Museum.  It was important that the bishops had a presence in Detroit.  In other business, they elected a Bishop for the Armed Forces.  He noted that the divisions in the House of Bishops that preceded the election of the Presiding Bishop is gone, without any bitterness.  Bishop Provenzano noted that he felt for the first time that we were acting as bishops of the church. 

Following a break, the meeting proceeded to diocesan round-ups.

Dahn Gandell reported that the Diocese of Rochester is still working on its pilgrimage on racial reconciliation.  The Presiding Bishop will visit in November.

Chuck Perfater noted that the New Jersey General Convention deputation had organized.  Noreen Duncan noted that the Executive Council would be meeting there.

Rosalie Simmonds Ballentine reported that the Diocese of the Virgin Islands had its convention two weeks ago.

Bishop Provenzano reported that Rochester has decided to discontinue funding of the province.  He discussed this with Bishop Singh.  There is a groundswell of negativity about provinces, and congregationalism is affecting our theology.  Dahn Gandell offered to resign as a representative of a nonsupportive diocese.  Her offer of resignation was on  motion (Ambos) rejected.

Bishop Provenzano also reported that he had spent three months on sabbatical and on his return to the office is now after eight years in his tenure working on reorganizing the structure of Diocese of Long Island staff

Bishop Franklin noted that he is doing a similar reorganization after five and a half years.  

Areas of Focus Status

Chuck Perfater noted that the Summer Youth Event was held at Georgian Court University, but only three dioceses attended — 40 to 45 participants from Long Island, Newark and New Jersey.  It was felt that future events would need more advanced publicity.  Bishop Provenzano noted that in the off-year between the Episcopal Youth Event and General Convention we should build such an event into the consciousness of the province  for our youth.  

Noreen Duncan noted two Anti-racism workshops on Training the Trainers in Newark and Rochester.  This type of training does not carry over into Latino ministries, although Ms. Simmonds Ballentine noted that racism against Hispanics does exist.

Chuck Perfater noted that stewardship workshops were held in New Jersey but didn't manage to expand elsewhere.

On justice issues, Bert Jones admitted he had dropped the ball.  Bishop Provenzano noted the continuation of Bishops Against Gun Violence, but what else was there?  Mr. Jones questioned whether "justice issues" is too big an umbrella.  He intended to contact the various dioceses to find out what they are doing and perhaps develop a consensus.  

Bishop Provenzano asked that Areas of Focus representatives continue to report to Chuck Perfater's successor.

General Convention Initiatives and Resolutions:  Racial Reconciliation is the overall theme of the new Presiding Bishop.  Many dioceses are addressing the issue head-on.  This is not just a black/white issue but affects Latinos and Asians also.  Ms. Simmonds Ballentine noted that not all diocese are doing this.  Bishop Franklin noted that Dahn Gandell has a committee to follow up on GC resolutions.  Jan Paxton asked that dioceses send followup information to her for the InProv website.  Bishop Provenzano asked how best to report what various dioceses are doing to follow up on these initiatives.

Provincial Operations

On motion (Franklin), the resignation of Gloria Payne-Carter from the Council was accepted on acclamation through the following resolution: 

Whereas, the Reverend Gloria E.E. Payne-Carter, as she approaches retirement, has served the Provincial Council of the International Atlantic Province of The Episcopal Church faithfully for two years and cultivated a culture of taking care of the people of the Province and of the Diocese of Western New York, and for a public ministry of racial reconciliation and advocacy for the places of all people in God's love; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Provincial Council accepts her offer of resignation from such body with regret and with thanks for her service.  

Bishop Provenzano noted that the Dioceses of Central New York and of New York are not currently represented on the Council, and that he would look into this in making an appointment for filling the vacancy.

Looking ahead to the 2018 General Convention, Chuck Perfater noted that the Provincial Leadership Council had a conference call on the work of the Task Force on Provinces, chaired by Ellen Bruckner.  The current plan is to maintain provinces but have them be free-ranging self-defined confederations.  Certainly there is support for the concept of provinces and a need to define collaboration between provinces.

Provincial Synod is scheduled for Desmond Hotel and Conference Center, Albany, May 10-11, 2018.  Province Night plans for General Convention are yet to be determined:  A year to 18 months' advance time is needed for a gathering of 100 people with food and drinks.

Constable Grants:  Mr. Perfater noted that two submissions have been received.  The Province has to approve and submit one of them to 815 by November 2.  One is from the Virgin Islands for $80,000 for a communication network, the other from New Jersey for $50,000 for E-formation projects.  It was decided to review the proposals and any supplements and vote by email to Mr. Perfater by October 26 by "reply all" to his sending the Constable Grant criteria.

The next meeting was scheduled for February 3, 2017, to precede the House of Bishops' meeting from March 8 to 15..

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned on motion (Jones) with prayer by Bishop Franklin at 2:15.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul Ambos, Secretary



