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Province II of The Episcopal Church

Minutes of Provincial Council
Teleconference
Friday, February 3, 2017, 10:00 a.m.

Present on the call:  The Right Reverend Lawrence C. Provenzano, President; Canon Rosalie Simmonds Ballentine, Esq., Vice-President; Canon Charles H. Perfater, Provincial Executive Coordinator; Canon Paul Ambos, Esq., Secretary; Canon Richard J. Carroll, Treasurer; and the Right Reverend R. William Franklin 

Also Present on the call:  Ms. Jan Paxton, Webmaster and Editor of InProv2

Absent:  Canon Noreen Duncan, the Very Reverend Dahn Gandell, and Mr. Bert Jones


The meeting was called to order at 10:10 with prayer by President Provenzano.  

Reports

Bishop Provenzano is working on the aftermath of major staff shifts in the Diocese of Long Island.  A Provincial Court of Review is necessary for two Title IV appeals coming from the Diocese of New Jersey.  He has canceled his trip to Ghana because of severe injuries suffered by his son in a fall the night before the trip.  

Paul Ambos reported that the Diocese of New Jersey is preparing for its annual Convention, along with some shifts also in diocesan staff.

Bishop Franklin reported on the Province II Bishops' Retreat in Albany.  Bishops Sisk and Councell attended in good spirits.  He also had staff transfers.  The Presiding Bishop is scheduled for a visit March 3 to 5.  They are also preparing for the Making Space for Grace program.

Jan Paxton reported that the Province II website has been updated.  She requests adding $1,555 to the budget for her to attend the Episcopal Communicators Conference in April.

Chuck Perfater reported that he had been unable to attend the Provincial Leadership Council meeting in December  due to health issues.  Although he had an emergency appendectomy, he was back at his desk two days later.  

Jerry Carroll reported that his family was doing well.  At a recent Diocese of Albany parish leadership conference they had 290 people sign up for a space that held 280.  The diocese had no staff changes but moved into a new building.  Another foot of snow is now expected for Albany and Central New York.

Rosalie Simmonds-Ballentine (through telephone problems) reported that they are still without permanent leadership at the Cathedral.  On the other hand, she is enjoying her new 1-1/2-month-old granddaughter.

Minutes of the meeting of October 14, 2016 were on motion (Simmonds-Ballentine) approved as distributed.
 
Treasurer Carroll presented reports for end-of-year 2016 as well as 2017 year-to-date.  The 2017 budget is part of the three-year cycle from the 2015 Synod.  For 2017 diocesan payments have been received from Albany, Long Island, and Western New York only.  Rochester is not paying due to financial issues.  In response to a question form Bishop Franklin, Messrs. Ambos and Perfater responded that there were no consequences in the Ordinances of the Province for nonpayment.  Treasurer Carroll noted that we are carrying a good balance in the account.  The report was on motion (Ambos) received.

On motion (Ambos) the expenditure of $1,555 for Ms. Paxton to attend the Communicators Conference was approved and $2,000 added to the budget for this purpose.  

On the topic of Provincial Coordinator, Bishop Provenzano will reach out to Dorothy-Jane Goldsack to ascertain her interest.  With the consent of Council he will offer her the position with a start date of March 1.  Chuck Perfater would continue through the end of March and will arrange for transfer of files and other transition coordination with a successor.  

On miscellaneous topics, Bishop Provenzano noted that we will need a nomination process for officer election at Synod, but that can be discussed in the fall meeting.  

He will arrange for the Provincial Court of Review for the Title IV matters.  Treasurer Carroll inquired about their expenses, and Mr. Ambos noted that these were the responsibility of the Province under Canon IV.19.15.

Mr. Perfater noted that the programmatic aspects of the Province need to go forward, including the Area]s of Focus.  Bishop Provenzano said we should return to this at later meetings.  He also wanted to celebrate the service and ministry of Mr. Perfater to the Province over the years.  

The next meeting was scheduled for October 13, 2017..

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned on consent at 11:29.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul Ambos, Secretary



