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Province II of The Episcopal Church

Minutes of Provincial Council
Teleconference
Friday, January 12, 2018, 9:00 a.m.

Present on the Zoom video/call:  The Right Reverend Lawrence C. Provenzano, President; Canon Rosalie Simmonds Ballentine, Esq., Vice-President; Canon Paul Ambos, Esq., Secretary; Canon Richard J. Carroll, Treasurer; Canon Noreen Duncan, Lay Provincial Representative to the Executive Council, and the Right Reverend R. William Franklin, Episcopal Representative to the Provincial Council 

Also present on the video/call:  Ms. Dorothy-Jane Connolly, Chair of Synod Planning Committee, and Ms. Janice ("Jan") Paxton, Webmaster and Editor of InProv2

Absent:  The Reverend Dahn Gandell, Clergy Provincial Representative to the Executive Council, and Mr. Bert Jones, Lay Representative to the Provincial Council (excused)

The meeting was called to order by Bishop Lawrence Provenzano at 9:05 with prayer by Bishop William Franklin.  All welcomed the participation of Canon Rosalie Simmonds Ballentine, whom we were unable to be in touch with at our last conference in the aftermath of the hurricanes that damaged the Virgin Islands.

The meeting proceeded in accordance with the Agenda distributed January 7 by email by Synod Planning Committee Chair Dorothy-Jane Connolly.  

Minutes of the meeting of October 13, 2017 were on motion (Ambos) approved as distributed.

Treasurer Jerry Carroll presented various financial updates that had been distributed by email.  He added that he had received a remote check scanner from PNC Bank, which will facilitate processing and depositing of registration and other checks going forward.  The financial reports were received on motion (Ambos).  

Bishop Provenzano and Ms. Connolly advised of a problem with last year's Constable Grant applications, in that one diocese had sent to Provincial Council an application after our October 13 meeting but just before the November 1 deadline of Executive Council.  Going forward, we determined to advertise the deadline for applications to Provincial Council to be October 1 in order to avoid similar confusion in the future.

Ms. Connolly gave an update on Provincial Synod planning.

Registration was opened December 1 and 39 participants have registered to date.  Canon Carroll reported no checks received to date.  Registration information should be re-sent to Virgin Island representatives Edith Haynes-Lake and Canon Simmonds Ballentine.  Canon Carroll clarified that registration fees should be paid for dioceses qualifying for refunding, and the refunds will be processed at or near the time of Synod.  

Bishop Provenzano reported that the Keynote Speaker is still open.  He had hoped to get Bishop Mary Gray-Reeves, Vice-President of the House of Bishops, in substitution for the Presiding Bishop, but she is out of the country traveling in Morocco and hard to get in touch with.  Failing that, he has other options.

Ms. Connolly reported that for Worship, Heidi Kim, Episcopal Church Missioner for Racial Reconciliation, will be preaching, and Bishop William Love will celebrate.  Bishop Provenzano added that he has a team assembled to put together a worship booklet with the Eucharist program and other services.  He will distribute a proof of this to Council members.  Canon Noreen Duncan noted that Ms. Kim had preciously advised that due to her employment at DFMS she could not accept an honorarium, but perhaps we could honor her by offering the equivalent for her to designate to an appropriate outreach or other recipient.  Bishop Provenzano noted that in his diocese an honorarium for preaching at a service would be on the order of $750 to $1,000.  On motion (Ambos) it was agreed to offer to her to designate a recipient of $750 and to authorize the Treasurer to issue a check accordingly.

Ms. Connolly reported that The Desmond had now opened room reservations and that the special rate would be available through April 4.  An initial problem on the website with the discount code has been corrected.  Registrants who have indicated food allergies or intolerances have had this information conveyed to The Desmond.

Bishop Franklin reported on nominations to date:
Dahn Gandell (Rochester) has agreed to run for President
Bishop DeDe Duncan-Probe (Central New York) has agreed to run for Vice-President
Canon Paul Ambos (New Jersey) has agreed to run for Secretary
Deacon Lillian Davis-Wilson (Western New York) has agreed to run for clerical member of Executive Council
Bishop William H. Stokes (New Jersey) has agreed to run for episcopal member of Provincial Council
Dean Joell Szachara (Central New York) has agreed to run for clerical member of Provincial Council
Jerry Carroll has declined to serve beyond the expiration of his term on December 31, 2018.  Canon Phyllis Jones of the Diocese of New Jersey has been suggested as a candidate.  Bishop Franklin will follow up with her as well as Bert Jones as to his interest in running again as lay member of Provincial Council.  If Mr. Jones is unwilling to run, he will follow up with other possible candidates, giving consideration to people from dioceses not currently represented as candidates, and he and Ms. Connolly hope to complete a slate and get it to Jan Paxton for posting on the Province website by mid-February.  Discussion followed as to the fact that Mother Gandell's diocese has failed to pay its assessments to the Province in recent years.  She had previously offered to resign as clerical member of Executive Council for this reason, and Provincial Council refused to accept her offer.  Those present on the conference continued to support her ministry in this place, and Bishop Franklin acknowledged that he will be prepared to address this issue if and when it is raised at Synod.

Ms. Connolly reported on plans for workshops at Synod:
Canon Ambos will present on Sanctuary issues
The Rev. Adrian Dannhauser (New York) will present on Human Trafficking, possibly also on Dalit Christians
There had been discussion of a workshop on Prayerbook Revision, but both Bishops Provenzano and Franklin stated that they thought this was not so relevant a topic in today's world, where Justice issues are more pressing.  Canon Simmonds Ballentine stated that we should be more aligned with the Jesus Movement and consider a workshop on Racial Reconciliation, possibly enlist Heidi Kim for this.  Ms. Connolly will continue to look into topics and presenters.  Bishop Provenzano suggested organizing around a theme, such as Jesus' Work in the World or something like that.

Ms. Connolly noted that a Resolution Committee will be needed but can be appointed at Synod.  She further noted that audio-visual equipment issues have been resolved with The Desmond, asking presenters to work from their own laptops for their presentations.  People will be needed to staff the registration table and do last-minute jobs such as assembling document packets.  Canon Carroll said that volunteers from the Diocese of Albany should be available, and Ms. Connolly added that Janet Adam from the Diocese of Long Island office can also furnish support.  Ms. Connolly will also coordinate with Neva Rae Fox from the Episcopal Church Center Office of Communications for the Synod.

Mother Gandell will be in Austin from January 21 through February 3 seeking arrangements for Province Night and will report upon her return.

Under New Business, Bishop Provenzano asked what kind of assistance the Province could offer to Haiti and the Virgin Islands other than covering the cost of Synod registration.  Canon Simmonds Ballentine noted that the big-ticket item would be airfare for the two clerical and two lay deputies from the Virgin Islands and her bishop, who would be attending Synod.  Bishop Provenzano suggested a new budget item of $10,000 to provide assistance on a case-by-case basis for those attending Synod from Haiti and the Virgin Islands, with any remaining balance to assist their attendance at General Convention, and Canon Ambos so moved.  Canon Carroll asked that Ms. Connolly send out information on this opportunity to the Bishops and Treasurers of the two dioceses with a bcc to Canon Simmonds Ballentine.  The motion was carried without opposition (Simmonds Ballentine abstaining).

The commemorative resolution honoring former Provincial Coordinator Canon Charles H. ("Chuck") Perfater, as drafted by Ms. Paxton and amended by Canon Ambos, should be presented for Synod approval through the Resolution Committee to be appointed.  Bishop Provenzano undertook to have a calligrapher who did work for his diocese inscribe a presentation copy.  He also suggested that the Synod offer a donation to be made to a ministry or other entity of Canon Perfater's designation; Ms. Connolly suggested $1,200:  $100 for each of his twelve years of service to the Province.  Canon Ambos so moved, and the motion was carried unanimously.

Canon Ambos had emailed a suggestion that the draft minutes of the 2015 Synod meeting be authorized to be distributed via the Province II website for review by attendees prior to the meeting, and this was agreed on consent.    He had also noted the requirement in the Ordinances for a financial review of the books of the Province, and Canon Carroll agreed that this was overdue.  Bishop Provenzano stated that he was considering appointing a controller or treasurer of one of the dioceses in the province to do this economically, or possibly a review committee as was in place in Rochester and other dioceses.  He will follow up with Canon Carroll and authorize the payment of a stipend for the work if necessary.

Ms. Connolly noted that there is an agenda snag for Synod, in that the Church Pension Group is having difficulty finding a presenter to come on Friday.  Bishop Provenzano also noted that the General Convention Office had requested a solid three-hour block of time for presentations by House of Deputies President the Reverend Gay Clark Jennings, Secretary of Convention the Reverend Michael Barlow, and someone from Program Budget and Finance.  Ms. Connolly will follow up and ask for a breakdown of presentations.

Canon Duncan asked that the meeting move into executive session, and Ms. Paxton and Ms. Connolly left the conference.  

Upon rising from executive session, it was agreed on consent that the next conference call should be set for March 16 at 9:00.  Following up Bishop Provenzano's suggestion of a theme for the Synod, Canon Ambos suggested "Boots on the Ground for the Jesus Movement".  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned on consent at 11:03.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul Ambos, Secretary



