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Province II of The Episcopal Church

Minutes of Provincial Council
Teleconference
Friday, March 16, 2018, 9:00 a.m.

Present on the Zoom video/call:  The Right Reverend Lawrence C. Provenzano, President; Canon Rosalie Simmonds Ballentine, Esq., Vice-President; Canon Paul Ambos, Esq., Secretary; Canon Richard J. Carroll, Treasurer; Canon Noreen Duncan, Lay Provincial Representative to the Executive Council, The Reverend Dahn Gandell, Clergy Provincial Representative to the Executive Council, the Right Reverend R. William Franklin, Episcopal Representative to the Provincial Council, and Mr. Bert Jones, Lay Representative to the Provincial Council 

Also present on the video/call:  Ms. Dorothy-Jane Connolly, Chair of Synod Planning Committee, and Ms. Janice ("Jan") Paxton, Webmaster and Editor of InProv2

Absent:  None

The meeting was called to order by Bishop Lawrence Provenzano at 9:04 with prayer by Bishop William Franklin.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the Agenda distributed March 11 by email by Synod Planning Committee Chair Dorothy-Jane Connolly.  

Minutes of the meeting of January 12, 2018 were on motion (Gandell) approved as distributed.

Treasurer Jerry Carroll noted that budget planning for the triennium was complicated by not knowing whether to plan for a Provincial Coordinator.  Several dioceses had expressed concern about the amount of assessments.  Bishop Provenzano stated that it would be best to deal with budgetary matters on a separate telephone conference.

Bishop Provenzano noted that the March 6 grant request from the Rev. Dr. Frantz Casseus,
Canon to the Ordinary for the Diocese of Haiti, was essentially the same as had been made for a Constable Grant last year.  Evidently, the grant had been approved but funding of it withheld by DFMS Treasurer Kurt Barnes due to the political issues in that Diocese at the time.  After discussion, Bishop Provenzano undertook to follow up with Treasurer Barnes and report.

Ms. Connolly gave an update on Provincial Synod planning.

To date, 110 participants have registered.  None needed special accommodations, but some had food sensitivities, which have been passed along to the Desmond.  Canon Carroll asked who among those attending should be comped, and discussion indicated that workshop presenters not otherwise attending should be covered along with Chuck and June Perfater; persons from CPG and the General Convention office were believed to be covered out of their own budgets.  Four representatives were expected from the Virgin Island and four from Haiti.

The Keynote Speaker will be Geoffrey T. Smith, Chief Operating Officer of The Episcopal Church (replacing the President or Vice-President of the House of Bishops).

Bishop Provenzano offered thanks to the Rev. Michael F. Delaney, Liturgy Coordinator for the Diocese of Long Island, who had assembled the Worship materials packet and would be playing accompaniment for the services.  Ms. Connolly confirmed that the Desmond should have a keyboard available for him.  Bishop Provenzano will be taking the final worship packets to Albany with him that Wednesday night so that they can be put into the folders for distribution at registration.  Mother Dahn Gandell asked if an offering would be taken up, and Bishop Provenzano agreed to include this.  He will also solicit in advance readers for the lessons.

Plans for celebrating the ministry of Chuck Perfater were completed, which will take place during the dinner Thursday.  We will be donating $1,200 — $100 for each year of his service to the Province — to a charity of his choice.

Deadline for dioceses to reserve rooms at the Synod rate is April 14.

Bishop Franklin reported that the work on nominations is done.  Ms. Connolly will have candidate information for the registration folders and will be supplying ballots in case there are floor nominations.

Workshop descriptions are on the provincial website.

Bishop Provenzano noted that while the resolutions committee could be appointed at a later date, it should include Ms. Laura Russell of the Diocese of Newark, who should be familiar with the resolution format required for any General Convention resolutions.  He also noted that he would need to leave Albany by around three o'clock Friday.

Ms. Connolly has arranged for volunteers to assemble packets, and Jerry Carroll is arranging for Diocese of Albany volunteers to cover registration and similar tasks.

Mother Gandell confirmed that the Province Night dinner would be at the Cedar Door restaurant on July 9 starting at around 7:00 p.m.  She will be selling tickets at the price of $35 per person, the same as last GC.  Canon Carroll noted that there had been $600 left over from last time that could be applied to this time.  Mother Gandell will follow up with Brian Murray of the General Convention Office and the JW Marriott for the room for the Provincial Caucuses to take place prior to the dinner.  We will solicit at Synod candidates to be elected at the Caucuses; Canon Paul Ambos undertook to write up an announcement for the province website of the elections that needed to take place at the Caucuses.

The next conference call to discuss the budget was set for Thursday, March 22, at 10:00 a.m.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned on consent at 9:57.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul Ambos, Secretary



