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Welcome your new neighbor 

and help inspire a more 

compassionate world 

 

 
 

 
Welcome to our seventh newsletter, bringing you information about Episcopal 

Migration Ministries as well as what we in Province II (and beyond) are doing 

in an ever-changing refugee landscape.   
 

Mission:  Episcopal Migration Ministries (EMM) is a key program within the 

Division of Public Policy, Partnership and Witness. Through EMM, we 

support dioceses and ministry networks around the church in responding to 

global migration, serving communities, and protecting the rights of all 

migrants.  Please look at the Office of Government Relations webpage on 

Migration, Refugees and Immigration here  as well as the Immigration Action 

Toolkit. 

 

The Episcopal Church continues to support and to advocate for immigrants 

and asylum seekers.  Our Church is a home to refugees and asylum seekers and 

we continue to walk alongside those in need.  

 
There is so much going on in the world these days, that it can be difficult to 

focus or you ask yourself if anything you do will make a difference.   The 

answer is a resounding YES, it all makes a difference.  And if you are unsure 

what you can do, please reach out to us, to EMM, attend one of the EMM 

Tuesday calls and/or join the Episcopal Migration Response Network.  And 

continue to pray. 

 
Key messages are don’t be silent and please advocate for what you feel is right. 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/migration-refugees-immigration/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/immigration-action-toolkit/
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Spotlight 

 

 

In this issue, we speak with Mary Rothwell Davis, the Vice Chancellor for 

Immigration and Refugees in the Episcopal Diocese of New York.   

 

This role was formed following the adoption of a resolution by the diocese in 

2024. As forced bussing of migrants to NYC raised anti-immigrant sentiment, 

the Episcopal Diocese of New York resolved to become a sanctuary diocese. 

• “We pledge to provide care, support and advocacy for our newest 

neighbors, in every contact both within and beyond the walls of our 

buildings 

• The diocese also commits to education, organizing, legal direct action and advocacy with state, local 

and federal lawmakers to see continued advancement in immigration laws that meet the various 

needs of our newest neighbors. “ 

She and other leaders in the diocese also launched the Immigration Legal Support Fund in September of 

2025 to “help those navigating immigration under urgent and vulnerable circumstances to access legal 

resources”.   

 

She talks about the intersection of legal and pastoral, interfaith services and vigils, advocacy for sensitive 

locations, what it means to be a sanctuary diocese as well as work going on with other interfaith 

organizations. 

 

Please click on the link to listen to the interview. 

 

 

Delaney Hall 
Starting in late May, demonstrators have been outside the privately-operated Delaney Hall immigration 

detention center in Newark, NJ, where detainees were on hunger strike.  There are complaints about rotten 

and spoiled food and inadequate medical care.  This past Saturday, another person in custody at Delaney 

has died, Edwin Jovanny Lopez Cornejo, who was 41 years old.  He had been in the US almost 20 years.  

There is still a lack of access and transparency to what is happening at this facility.   

 
The Episcopal Diocese of New York has set up a Delaney Hall Immigration Family Support Fund – 
click here.    The Rt. Rev. Carlye Hughes, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Newark and the Rt. 
Rev. Matthew Heyd, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of New York, have issued a joint statement 
calling for the immediate closure of Delaney Hall and for the release of all persons held there.  Press 
release is here. 
 
A nonprofit has been formed by a small group of folks who've been involved in mutual aid for families 
of detainees since Delaney Hall opened last year.  It's called SOMA Community Cares 
https://somacommunitycares.org/ .  Two other incredible organizations at the heart of efforts to serve 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t828fE9h2DI
https://secure.givelively.org/donate/managers-of-the-diocesan-missionary-and-church-extension-society/delaney-hall-immigration-family-support-fund
https://dioceseny.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Delaney-Hall-Press-Release.pdf
https://somacommunitycares.org/
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individuals and families impacted by detention at Delaney Hall are these: 
Cosecha:  https://www.lahuelga.com/  First Friends:  https://firstfriendsnjny.org/.   
 
Unfortunately Delaney Hall is not the only immigration detention center in the US that has issues with 
lack of water, adequate medical care and decent food.  Physicians and human rights groups report 
that 2026 is on track to be the deadliest year in ICE’s history.   
 
There are currently over 60,000 people in immigration detention in the US. 

 

News Articles 

 

Episcopal leaders call for renewed protections for Haitians facing deportation. The Office of Government 

Relations has issued a statement: “We also regret the Supreme Court ruling in Mullin v. Doe, which cleared 

the way for the administration to terminate Temporary Protected Status for many Haitians and Syrians 

who have been able to live and work legally in the United States during a time of great instability in their 

home countries. This means that families who have built their lives, raised children, worshiped, worked, 

and contributed to their communities in the United States may now face the loss of work authorization and 

protection from deportation, and may need to return to countries still marked by violence, instability, or 

humanitarian crisis.”  

Link is here 

 

Episcopal Church’s Response on the 25 June Supreme Court Opinions on Immigration 

“The Episcopal Church will continue supporting immigrants and asylum seekers in all of our ministries. We 

will advocate for laws and policies that center welcome, protection from harm, and integration. The 

Episcopal Church is a home to immigrants, and Episcopalians across the country and around the world 

continue to minister to and walk alongside migrants in need. We will continue to uphold the dignity of 

refugees and migrants following the biblical call to welcome the stranger.” 

Link is here 

 

What Can I Do? 

Think about attending and/or organizing a vigil or a pilgrimage.   There is one coming up in August in 

Brooklyn, NY and at Federal Plaza 
 

Multifaith Climate and Immigration Justice Pilgrimage 
 

Friday, August 28, 9:00 am 
Metropolitan Detention Center 

80 29th St.  
Brooklyn, NY 11232 

 
This powerful event will begin by bearing witness to the suffering at the detention center in Sunset 
Park where detainees are currently being kept in brutal conditions, away from their family and friends, 
and often without any kind of due process.  

https://www.lahuelga.com/
https://firstfriendsnjny.org/
https://episcopalnewsservice.org/2026/07/21/episcopal-leaders-call-for-renewed-protections-for-haitians-facing-deportation-under-trump/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExazVNSTZRSXREbVFiN3hodnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR70WSVcjS-SueP75ttNSXxHP4RBnzFH90L2JF-GTICaN80TcrTLADdavJBhfA_aem_LvkcV-4DarHGIjWcvZrANQ
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ogr/the-episcopal-churchs-response-on-the-june-25-supreme-court-opinions/


4 

 
Along the way, people of many faiths and traditions will walk with our immigrant neighbors and loved 
ones in our hearts and in solidarity with all beings and the sacred earth beneath our feet - 
remembering our interdependence with our local ecosystem and all life on this planet. 
 
Lastly, from this place of deep listening and solidarity, the event will congregate at Federal Plaza with 
collective and fierce compassion and demand that government officials end this reign of terror by 
closing detention centers, repealing the so-called One Big Beautiful Bill Act (H.R.1), and investing in a 
climate resilient future for everyone. 
 

Join the Episcopal Migration Response Network.   This network works to share best practices in direct 

service, organizing, advocacy, Christian formation, worship resources and community education in 

migration ministry.  The subgroups are Migration with Dignity, the Rainbow Initiative, Rapid Response, 

Advocacy and the Prayer working group.  When you register, just mention which subgroups you are 

interested in.  https://dfms.formstack.com/forms/emmministrynetwork   

 
To register for EMRN meetings (4th Wednesday of every month at 12 noon Eastern): Meeting Registration - 

Zoom   
 

There are also EMRN Lunch & Learn sessions on the second Wednesdays of each month, 12 noon Eastern.   

These are deeper dives into specific migration topics.  August 12th will have panelists discussion how to 

engage congregations and on 9 September, the topic will be financial support. Meeting Registration - Zoom 

 

Episcopal Church Immigration Calls, 1-1:30 p.m. ET Tuesdays: Join to learn about the changing landscape 

of U.S. immigration, refugee, and migration policy. Episcopal Migration Ministries will share updates and 

resources and be joined by the Office of Government Relations and the chief legal officer. Spanish 

interpretation is available. Register here. 

 

The Episcopal Migration Caucus leads the movement for Migration with Dignity in the Episcopal Church.  

They advocate for bold witness and policies as well as supporting dioceses, parishes and individuals in 

response to the migration related crises globally.  Please take a look at who they are, what resources they 

offer and how to put Migration with Dignity into practice.  The link is here.   

 

*** 

 

Thank you for your support and all that you do to  

welcome our newest neighbors! 
 

Your Province II EMM-Liaisons 

 

Janet Day-Strehlow       José Delgado 

https://dfms.formstack.com/forms/emmministrynetwork
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/LavZIW5EQkGIxEQYniJ_jw#/registration
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/LavZIW5EQkGIxEQYniJ_jw#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/WASpcTbLSgesOWFk7ab33w#/registration
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=e77177085d&e=656787955a
https://episcopal-migration-caucus.ghost.io/putting-mwd-into-practice/
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Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe   Director of Communications for the Diocese of Puerto Rico 

We hope that you will not only be inspired by the stories shared, but that you will share your stories with 

us.  There are 13 dioceses in Province II and we want to hear from you.   One of our goals is to be able to 

get parishes/people in touch with one another and start networking.   

 

Please contact jdelgado@episcopalpr.org and jdaystrehlow@episcopaleurope.org with those stories, 

questions or feedback you may have. 

 

According to UNHCR, there are approximately 122 million people who have been forced to flee their 

homes, 73.5 million are internally displaced.   There are around 8.4 million asylum seekers globally and 5.9 

million in need of international protection.  For more details, take a look at UNHCR Refugee Statistics – we 

are seeing the highest levels of displacement on record. 

 

Given enormity of the situation, we often hear the question “what can I/we do?” when looking at the 

current reality we live in.   You may not be a large congregation with programs already in place, you may 

be looking for a way to help and make a difference.   We hope that these stories will get you curious, light a 

spark or find new ways to expand existing programs.  There are lots of links in this newsletter, so please 

take a look at them and think about how you can make a difference.   

Important Links  

 

Episcopal Migration Ministries: EMM 

Office of Government Relations:  OGR 

• OGR Migration, Refugees & Immigration Web Page 
 

Register for Webinars and Calls 

Public Policy, Partnership, and Witness 

Under the direction of Rebecca Linder Blachly, Public Policy, Partnership, and Witness includes 

ecumenical and interreligious relations; Episcopal Migration Ministries; global partnerships; and the 

Office of Government Relations. This week’s updates include: 

mailto:jdelgado@episcopalpr.org
mailto:jdaystrehlow@episcopaleurope.org
https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/statistics/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/episcopal-migration-ministries/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/migration-refugees-immigration/
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• Public Witness Weekly Prayers and Zoom service  

Join us in and share these weekly prayers—available in English, French, and Spanish—for 

vulnerable communities as we seek God's guidance to ground us and to discern how each of us 

can respond. Join by Zoom each Monday at 11:45 a.m. ET to hear the prayers aloud, in the 

context of a simple liturgy, prayed by members of the Community of Francis and Clare. Find 

all prayers and search by topic here.   

  

• Episcopal Public Policy Network (EPPN) Action Alerts: Join Episcopalians across the church in 

the ministry of public policy advocacy through EPPN Action Alerts. Click on an alert; provide 

your basic contact information; and a pre-written email will be sent to your U.S. senators and 

representatives urging them to take action on critical legislative and policy issues. Sign up to 

receive alerts.  

Other Recurring calls  

  

• Companions in Mission: Global Partnerships monthly calls, 1- 2 p.m. ET 

first Wednesdays: Join these calls to hear from The Episcopal Church’s Office of Global 

Partnerships staff, Anglican Communion speakers, foreign policy experts, global mission 

practitioners, and others about opportunities for greater global engagement with partners 

across the communion. Spanish interpretation is available. Learn more and register. 

  

• Episcopal Public Policy Network/Office of Government Relations weekly calls, 1-1:30 p.m. ET 

Thursdays: Join this weekly call to stay updated about the policies and legislation we are 

advocating for with Congress and the administration. Office of Government Relations staff 

provide an overview of the political environment and legislative outlook, offer advocacy tips, 

and answer questions. Register here. 

  

• Churches for Middle East Peace weekly calls on Holy Land conflict, 10:30-11:15 ET 

Thursdays: Join weekly briefings hosted by Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP), of which 

The Episcopal Church is a founding member and active on the board. CMEP mobilizes 

Christians in to advocate for equality, human rights, security, and justice for Israelis, 

Palestinians, and all people of the Middle East. Learn more and register. 

• Register to our monthly ‘Vote Faithfully’ networking calls 1:30–2 p.m. ET | June 4, July 2, Aug. 

6, Sept. 3, Oct. 1, Nov. 5:  

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/Kivdobq5TymcwlSEO0cvpQ  

• Election Engagement ‘Vote Faithfully’ Toolkit: Election Engagement – The Episcopal Church  

https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=abc8362f9c&e=656787955a
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=2c5760dd30&e=656787955a
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=39e2876a40&e=656787955a
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=7a5ff7195a&e=656787955a
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=734b21b645&e=656787955a
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=734b21b645&e=656787955a
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=9078d0aa03&e=656787955a
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=79aaf6835b&e=656787955a
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=0230097ad2&e=656787955a
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/Kivdobq5TymcwlSEO0cvpQ
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/election-engagement-2/
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• Register to the monthly Episcopal Church Creation Care Calls – 4th Wednesday of the Month 

3-3:45 p.m. ET: 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_NscYGg96RoiIGZUhz7H9Bg?mc_cid=7b12b65cf6&mc_

eid=9b89f40816#/registration  

• Register to the monthly ‘In Dialogue’ Ecumenical and Interreligious Relations monthly calls: 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hyLkpGK4QIel-JEWDVc4KA  

• Register to the Quarterly Companions in Mission: Global Partnership calls - 1st Wednesday of 

every quarter 1-2 p.m. ET: https://zoom.us/meeting/register/e2rKUyaISEmMqDwr94iKKw  

• Weekly prayers: https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-

relations/public-policy-and-witness-weekly-prayers/  

• Take action with our Action Alerts – The Episcopal Church   

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_NscYGg96RoiIGZUhz7H9Bg?mc_cid=7b12b65cf6&mc_eid=9b89f40816#/registration
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_NscYGg96RoiIGZUhz7H9Bg?mc_cid=7b12b65cf6&mc_eid=9b89f40816#/registration
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hyLkpGK4QIel-JEWDVc4KA
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/e2rKUyaISEmMqDwr94iKKw
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/public-policy-and-witness-weekly-prayers/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/public-policy-and-witness-weekly-prayers/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/action-alerts/?vvsrc=%2fCampaigns%2f129092%2fRespond
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